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Gingerbreadproject memorializesstudent
Rachel Lee fund effort

By Paula J. Owen CORRESPONDENT

ASHBURNHAM- Children at J.R. Briggs Elementary School created 75 gingerbread structures to raise money for a fund
honoring $ schoolmate who died in August from an inoperable brain tumor.

Rachel E. Lee, 10, would have been in fifth grade at the school this year.

The project was the inspiration of Margret T. Richard, an art teacher at Briggs, and Rachel's parents, David J. and Leslie
A.Lee.

"We wanted to think of something we could do that
would involve the students in the school,n Mrs. Richard
explained. "We wanted it to be a family fun activity to
promote the things Rachel loved and keep her memory
alive."

Besides sports and learning, Rachel was passionate
about art, her mother said. She also loved creating
gingerbread houses with her family and enjoyed
making graham cracker structures with her teacher,
Kellie A. Robichaud, in fourth grade.

Mrs. Richard said an entry form was put together
several weeks ago for the first Build Your Own 3-D
Gingerbread Structure Fundraiser to benefit the

Rachel Lee Memorial Fund, which is intended to pay
for scholarships and events for children. Participation
was open to all students in kindergarten through Grade
5, with an entry fee of $2.

The structures were on display in the school's lo~by
dUringthe "Bringa LovedOne to lunch" program last
week.
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Kindergartner Patrick W. Tule, 6, looked at all the structures on display Thursday, including castles; "Santa's Arena," with
gingerbread men with candy canes a$ hockey sticks; log cabins made from pretzels; Christmas trees surrounded by
presents; a gingerbread model of the Center Street lighthouse; and igloos.

"These are really awesome," Patrick said. "Want to know which one I like the most? I like that one the most," he said,
pointing to a structure named "Castle in the Clouds," made by Rachel's sister, Jessica A. Lee, 7, a first-grader.

"Ijust really like it," he said. "It looks so good . just want to stuff it in my face right now. I am hungry and marshmallows are
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